
ADA Requirements for Food Service Seating 
 
Our Response: The purpose of the Southeast ADA Center is to provide accurate ADA 
information, informal technical assistance and training on the ADA to those with rights and 
responsibility under the law, including private businesses, government agencies, and people 
with disabilities. We are only authorized to provide informal guidance about the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.  We are not allowed to enforce the law in any way, provide advocacy 
services or legal representation, provide legal review of any documents, give legal advice, or 
make a determination of any entity’s legal rights or responsibilities under the ADA.  In 
addition, the informal guidance that we provide is not binding on any agency with 
enforcement responsibility under the ADA. 
  
The following requirements for dining and work surfaces is from the ADA 2010 Standards for 
Accessible Design 
https://www.ada.gov/regs2010/2010ADAStandards/2010ADAstandards.htm 
  
226 Dining Surfaces and Work Surfaces 
226.1 General. Where dining surfaces are provided for the consumption of food or drink, at 
least 5 percent of the seating spaces and standing spaces at the dining surfaces shall comply 
with 902. In addition, where work surfaces are provided for use by other than employees, at 
least 5 percent shall comply with 902. 
  
226.2 Dispersion. Dining surfaces and work surfaces required to comply with 902 shall be 
dispersed throughout the space or facility containing dining surfaces and work surfaces. 
  
902 Dining Surfaces and Work Surfaces 
902.1 General. Dining surfaces and work surfaces shall comply with 902.2 and 902.3. 
  
EXCEPTION: Dining surfaces and work surfaces for children's use shall be permitted to comply 
with 902.4. 
  
902.2 Clear Floor or Ground Space. A clear floor space complying with 305 positioned for a 
forward approach shall be provided. Knee and toe clearance complying with 306 shall be 
provided. 
  
902.3 Height. The tops of dining surfaces and work surfaces shall be 28 inches (710 mm) 
minimum and 34 inches (865 mm) maximum above the finish floor or ground. 
  
902.4 Dining Surfaces and Work Surfaces for Children's Use. Accessible dining surfaces and 
work surfaces for children's use shall comply with 902.4. 
  
EXCEPTION: Dining surfaces and work surfaces that are used primarily by children 5 years and 
younger shall not be required to comply with 902.4 where a clear floor or ground space 
complying with 305 positioned for a parallel approach is provided. 
  
902.4.1 Clear Floor or Ground Space. A clear floor space complying with 305 positioned for 
forward approach shall be provided. Knee and toe clearance complying with 306 shall be 
provided, except that knee clearance 24 inches (610 mm) minimum above the finish floor or 
ground shall be permitted. 
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902.4.2 Height. The tops of tables and counters shall be 26 inches (660 mm) minimum and 30 
inches (760 mm) maximum above the finish floor or ground. 
  
305 Clear Floor or Ground Space 
305.1 General. Clear floor or ground space shall comply with 305. 
  
305.2 Floor or Ground Surfaces. Floor or ground surfaces of a clear floor or ground space 
shall comply with 302. Changes in level are not permitted. 
  
EXCEPTION: Slopes not steeper than 1:48 shall be permitted. 
  
305.3 Size. The clear floor or ground space shall be 30 inches (760 mm) minimum by 48 
inches (1220 mm) minimum.  

   

Figure 305.3 Clear Floor or Ground Space 

305.4 Knee and Toe Clearance. Unless otherwise specified, clear floor or ground space shall 
be permitted to include knee and toe clearance complying with 306. 
  
305.6 Approach. One full unobstructed side of the clear floor or ground space shall adjoin an 
accessible route or adjoin another clear floor or ground space. 
  
306 Knee and Toe Clearance 
306.1 General. Where space beneath an element is included as part of clear floor or ground 
space or turning space, the space shall comply with 306. Additional space shall not be 
prohibited beneath an element but shall not be considered as part of the clear floor or ground 
space or turning space. 
  
306.2 Toe Clearance. 
306.2.1 General. Space under an element between the finish floor or ground and 9 inches 
(230 mm) above the finish floor or ground shall be considered toe clearance and shall comply 
with 306.2. 
306.2.2 Maximum Depth. Toe clearance shall extend 25 inches (635 mm) maximum under an 
element. 
306.2.3 Minimum Required Depth. Where toe clearance is required at an element as part of 
a clear floor space, the toe clearance shall extend 17 inches (430 mm) minimum under the 
element. 
306.2.4 Additional Clearance. Space extending greater than 6 inches (150 mm) beyond the 
available knee clearance at 9 inches (230 mm) above the finish floor or ground shall not be 
considered toe clearance. 
306.2.5 Width. Toe clearance shall be 30 inches (760 mm) wide minimum.  
  

   



Figure 306.2 Toe Clearance 

306.3 Knee Clearance. 
306.3.1 General. Space under an element between 9 inches (230 mm) and 27 inches (685 
mm) above the finish floor or ground shall be considered knee clearance and shall comply 
with 306.3. 
  
306.3.2 Maximum Depth. Knee clearance shall extend 25 inches (635 mm) maximum under 
an element at 9 inches (230 mm) above the finish floor or ground. 
  
306.3.3 Minimum Required Depth. Where knee clearance is required under an element as 
part of a clear floor space, the knee clearance shall be 11 inches (280 mm) deep minimum at 
9 inches (230 mm) above the finish floor or ground, and 8 inches (205 mm) deep minimum at 
27 inches (685 mm) above the finish floor or ground. 
  
306.3.4 Clearance Reduction. Between 9 inches (230 mm) and 27 inches (685 mm) above the 
finish floor or ground, the knee clearance shall be permitted to reduce at a rate of 1 inch (25 
mm) in depth for each 6 inches (150 mm) in height. 
  
306.3.5 Width. Knee clearance shall be 30 inches (760 mm) wide minimum.  
  

   

Figure 306.3 Knee Clearance 

  
  


