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HIGHLANDS COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
(HCBCC)

PURCHASING DIVISION

DATE: July 31, 2020
BID NO. ITB 20-038 ADDENDUM No. 1
Project: External Audit Services

This addendum is being issued to clarify the information regarding the Non-Mandatory Pre-
Proposal Meeting.

1. What were the audit fees paid for the audits of September 30, 2019 and 20207
ANSWER:
September 30, 2019 Audit Fees: $191,000.00
September 30, 2020 Audit Fees: $193,000.00

2. When does the County plan to implement GASB 87, Leases?

ANSWER: GASB 87 will be implemented during County fiscal year 2021, beginning on
October 1, 2020.

3. Are the current auditors permitted to respond to this request for proposal?

ANSWER: Yes

4. Is there any current plan to replace the systems described in Section VI.B.?

ANSWER: This paragraph contains outdated information and is deleted from this
solicitation as shown on the attached sheet in strike through format. The County uses
“off-the-shelf,” third-party financial reporting software and that the application is currently
supported by the publisher under a maintenance agreement.





5. What is the time period in which interim and final fieldwork is generally performed for
each Constitutional Officer and the BoCC? Is this still the most convenient time for
you?

ANSWER: The fieldwork time periods are usually as follows:

Agency Interim Fieldwork Final Fieldwork
Property Appraiser Mid-June End of October
Supervisor of Elections Mid-June End of October

(Non-Election year)
Beginning of December
(Election year)

Sheriff Mid-June Beginning of November
Clerk of Courts Mid-July Beginning of November
Board of County Commissioners Mid-July Beginning of December

6. Do you anticipate extending the bid due date?

ANSWER: No, not at this time.

7. What additional details are you willing to provide, if any, beyond what is stated in bid
documents concerning how you will identify the winning bid?

ANSWER: This information is contained in the solicitation.

8. Was this bid posted to the nationwide free bid notification website at
www.mygovwatch.com/free?

ANSWER: No, the bid is posted on the County website at www.highlandsfl.gov under
purchasing Division and “current solicitations. This site will take you to a 3" party site
Vendor Registry.com.

9. Other than your own website, where was this bid posted?

ANSWER: On www.VendorRegistry.com



http://www.mygovwatch.com/free

http://www.highlandsfl.gov/




SECTION VI, GENERAL INFORMATION

A.

Highlands County is a non-charter county established under the Constitution and laws of the
State of Florida. The County was established on April 23, 1921 from a segment of Desoto
County. Highlands County serves an area of 1,029 square miles and has a population of
approximately 106,221. The Board of County Commissioners is the legislative body for the
County and, as such, budgets and provides the funding used by the County departments and
the separate constitutional officers with the exception of fees collected by the Tax Collector,
Property Appraiser and Clerk of Courts. The County's fiscal year begins October 13 and ends
on September 30",

Budgets, human resources, and purchasing functions are integrated within the financial
records of the County.

The accounting records of the Board of County Commissioners are maintained by the Board
and/or the Clerk of Court’s Business Services Division, serving as Chief Financial Officer and
auditor to the Board. The Board's records include the general fund, 56 special revenue funds,
two (2) enterprise funds, three (3) internal service funds, two (2) capital project funds, and one
(1) agency fund. Additionally, General Long Term Debt and General Fixed Assets Account
Groups are maintained in the records for worksheet purposes.

1. The accounting records of the Clerk of Court are maintained by the Clerk of Court's
Business Services Division. The Clerk’s records include a general fund, six (6) special
revenue funds, one (1) internal service funds and two (2) agency funds.

2. The accounting records of the Property Appraiser are maintained by the Property
Appraiser’s staff and/or the Clerk of Courts. The Property Appraiser's records include
a general fund and one (1) internal service fund.

3. The accounting records of the Sheriff are maintained by the Sheriff's staff. The
Sheriff's records include a general fund, two (2) special revenue funds, one (1) internal
service fund, and five (5) agency funds.

4. The accounting records of the Tax Collector are maintained by the Tax Collector's
staff. The Tax Collector’s records include a general fund, one (1) internal service fund
and three (3) agency funds. The Tax Collector’s office uses a separate accounting
system which is Egovernment Solutions, LLC.

5. The accounting records of the Supervisor of Elections are maintained by the
Supervisor's staff and/or the Clerk of Courts. The Supervisor's records include a
general fund and one (1) internal service fund

6. The number of funds may be increased or decreased depending upon the County’s
and each Constitutional Officer’s requirements.

E. The County participates in the Florida Retirement System, a multiple employer cost sharing
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