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[bookmark: RP010-16]REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL:

The Beaufort County Council is soliciting competitive sealed proposals from qualified providers to Study and evaluate access management and traffic flow along Bluffton Parkway between Simmonsville Rd and Red Cedar St, which is approximately 3,700 ft in length, for the Beaufort County Traffic and Transportation Engineering Division in partnership with the Town of Bluffton.

Proposals are due by 3:00 p.m. on April 30, 2018. RFP documents are available online at www.bcgov.net.
In order to do business with the Beaufort County, vendors must register with Purchasing through our Vendor Registration system, powered by Vendor Registry. The County may reject any quotes, bids, proposals and qualifications submitted by businesses that are not registered. Registering also allows businesses to identify the type of goods and services they provide so that they may receive email notifications regarding relevant solicitations out for bid.

To register with the County go to www.bcgov.net and go to the Purchasing Department’s page and click on Vendor Registration.  Once registered you may download the RFP and you may submit your proposal/bid electronically through the solicitation section on the County Website. There is no cost to the vendor.

IMPORTANT 
ELECTRONIC SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

Response submittals for this Bid will ONLY be received electronically and must be submitted ONLINE prior to the date and time listed on page 1 of the Bid document. 
All responses must adhere to the following guidelines:  
· Suppliers are encouraged to submit responses as soon as possible. Responses are received into a ‘lockbox’ folder and cannot be opened prior to the due date and time. The time and date of receipt as recorded by the server will serve as the official time of receipt. The County is not responsible for late submissions, regardless of the reason;
· All requested information and forms MUST be uploaded as one file if possible (Exceptions are cost and worksheet).  Each submission must be inclusive of all forms. If necessary to have more than one upload, pricing and signed acknowledgements, etc. are to be in the first upload, with each titled accordingly. If files are too big you may submit a second document.  If you have a problem with your upload, you may contact Vendor Registry at 844-802-9202 or cservice@vendorregistry.com. 

Beaufort County reserves the right to reject all proposals and to waive minor informalities and irregularities.

[bookmark: General_Information]General Information
[bookmark: Definition_of_Terms]Definition of Terms
Several terms are used within this RFP that should be interpreted as:

1. Can/would like/optional – This information can be included in the RFP response but is not required and is not a judgment criteria, or the respondent has a choice to respond in a certain manner
2. Should/desired – It is strongly recommended that the response includes this information or covers this area, but is not required, and may be taken into consideration as a judgment criterion.
3. Must/Expected to – Is required for the RFP response to be considered. 

Wherever used in this Agreement, whether in the singular or in the plural, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
1. COUNTY-means Beaufort County, South Carolina, a political subdivision of the State of South Carolina.

2. SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT-means a written order to VENDOR signed by VENDOR and accepted by COUNTY, effecting an addition, deletion or revision in the Work, or an adjustment in the Agreement Price or the Contract Time, issued after execution of this Agreement.
3. CONTRACT-means the Agreement Documents specifically identified and incorporated herein by reference in Section 2, CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
4. AGREEMENT EXECUTION-means the date on which the Agreement is fully executed by the VENDOR and COUNTY to perform the Work.
5. AGREEMENT PRICE-means the total monies, adjusted in accordance with any provision herein, payable to the VENDOR under this Agreement. CONTRACT TIME-means the period of time stated in this Agreement for the completion of the Work.
6. VENDOR-means the party or parties contracting directly with the COUNTY to perform Work pursuant to this Agreement.
7. DEPARTMENT- means the Director or designee of requesting department(s) named in this solicitation.

8. DRAWINGS-means collectively, all the drawings, receipt of which is acknowledged by the COUNTY, listed in this Agreement, and also such supplementary drawings as the VENDOR may issue from time to time  in order to clarify or explain such drawing or to show details which are not shown thereon.
9. SPECIFICATIONS-means the written technical provisions including all appendices thereto, both general and specific, which form a part of the Agreement Documents.

10. SUBVENDOR/SUBCONTRACTOR-means any person, firm, partnership, joint venture, company, corporation, or entity having a contractual agreement with VENDOR or with any of its sub-vendors at any tier to provide a part of the Work called for by this Agreement.
11. WORK-means any and all obligations, duties and responsibilities, including furnishing equipment, engineering, design, workmanship, labor and any other services or things necessary to the successful completion of the Project, assigned to or undertaken by VENDOR under this Agreement.
12. LIAISON-Representative of the COUNTY who shall act as Liaison between the County and the VENDOR for all matters pertaining to this Agreement, including review of VENDOR'S plans and work.
13. CLIENT ENDPOINT-A County owned, maintained, and controlled desktop, laptop, or other PC device primarily running Windows 7 or 10.

[bookmark: Overview]Overview

Bluffton Parkway in Bluffton, South Carolina has experienced significant increases in traffic volumes in recent years as commercial growth and nearby residential areas have expanded. Beaufort County, in partnership with the Town of Bluffton, is requesting proposals to include scope, fee, and schedule for the study and evaluation of Bluffton Parkway between Simmonsville Rd and Red Cedar St. 
Beaufort County reserves the right to award the procurement of hardware, software, licenses, installation, training, etc. to a single vendor or different vendors as deemed in the County’s best interest.
[bookmark: Objective]Scope
The study should include data collection at signalized intersections at Simmonsville Rd and Red Cedar St along with the full access intersections of Persimmon St. and Troy Lane/Oliver Court. Two to three other intersections that permit only right-in/right-out movements along this segment of the corridor should also be considered in the study. The study should evaluate traffic flow, access, safety, and connectivity with examination of both current conditions and future conditions. Analysis and recommendations should not be limited to traffic signal warrants, phasing and timing and should include other forms of traffic control evaluation including, but not limited to, roundabouts and access management. The proposal should not exceed 10 pages in length.

Service Areas
Bluffton Parkway between Simmonsville Rd and Red Cedar St, which is approximately 3,700 ft in length.

Vendor Qualifications

[bookmark: Experience_and_Expertise]Experience and Expertise
The vendor should demonstrate experience working in large, Public Sector environments by providing:

1. A minimum of three (3) customer references. Complete using the customer reference forms.
2. The customer references should be local government, state government, and large, Public Sector organizations in preferred order.
[bookmark: Confidentiality]Confidentiality
The vendor and all personnel must be willing to sign confidentiality agreements and may be required to pass criminal background checks.
[bookmark: Incomplete_Projects]Incomplete Projects
The Vendor must list and explain all incidents within the last three (3) years wherein a contract was terminated prior to completion. Vendors must list all lawsuits in which the vendor and a customer were parties within the last five (5) years.

[bookmark: Financial_Stability]Financial Stability
The Vendor shall submit a statement of financial stability prepared by a recognized financial data service (e.g. Dunn and Bradstreet or Moody’s), or a statement of financial stability. 

Evaluation Criteria
Emphasis for consideration will be placed upon how well the Vendor demonstrates an understanding of the challenges that must be overcome to successfully implement the solution, the solutions offered to overcome the challenges, the related experience of the staff proposed to work on the project, the completeness and reasonability of the proposed work plan, and cost.

All technical decisions should be explained in depth including why the specific solution was chosen, the positives and negatives of the chosen solution, and alternative solutions with the positives and negatives of those choices.
This RFP is issued in accordance with the Beaufort County Policy for the Procurement of Professional Services, Competitive Proposals Selection Method.  Therefore, both qualitative factors and price are to be considered; given that price is one of the selection criteria and not the final determinant. An RFP committee will be assigned to review, evaluate, and rank all responsive proposals utilizing an evaluation scoring system. Factors that will be considered in the evaluation of proposals will include, but not be limited to the following:
· Flexibility of solution and ability to update based on changes in growth patterns
· Completeness of solution
· Vendor references
· RFP response document completeness
· Cost of project
· The sufficiency of financial resources and ability of business to perform the contract
· Vendor experience and qualifications related to planning and delivering complete project in a timely manner
The following point system will be used to evaluate the submitted proposals:

· Company Overview – Stability, Experience, and Expertise – 20 Points o Number of years and success of company in related markets o Certifications and Authorizations
· Financial Statements
· Executive Summary
· Project Proposal – Completeness of Project Offerings – 30 Points
· Ability to address all requirements in RFP
· Ability to expand and support other needs
· Ability to manage solution with minimal staff intervention
· Quality of Project Proposal – 11 Points
· Compliance with RFP format/Completeness – 10 Points
· Proposed Costs – 20 Points
· Overall cost of project
· References – 9 Points
· Up to three points per reference
Total possible points are 100.

[bookmark: RFP_Response]RFP Response
To facilitate comparative analysis and evaluation of proposals it is desired that a uniform format be employed in structuring each proposal. The required format is one that will coincide with the specifications given later in this RFP. The vendor’s degree of compliance with the requirements of the RFP will be a factor in the subsequent
evaluation of the proposal. Proposals with major deviations or omissions may not be considered for detailed study.
Company proposals will become part of the contract with Beaufort County should they be selected under the RFP. Proposals should be submitted in the format, including heading descriptions outlined below. Any other information thought to be relevant, but not applicable to the enumerated categories, should be provided as an appendix to the proposal.
Pricing worksheets should be listed separately and uploaded with the RFP response.
Proposers should note the following specifications regarding the Proposal:

· Marketing materials should not be submitted as documentation of the bidder’s ability to provide services.
· Sections should be tabbed and pages numbered consecutively for ease of review.
· Each question or statement should be reprinted in its entirety and followed by the response.
· If a question is not applicable or if there is no answer, so state.
With respect to preparing proposals, it is imperative that proposers respond to each question and provide the requested information as per this RFP. Additionally, the County prefers responses that exhibit the following characteristics:
· Simple, clear and concise responses (Note: brevity in response is strongly preferred but not at the expense of substance)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Full/total costs disclosed (on a separate worksheet)
· Willingness to work as part of a team along with the County
Vendors may include anything unique in their proposed solution which they feel adds value to the products and services provided to Beaufort County. These value additions must be explained, justified, and priced separately in the proposal.

The RFP response should contain:

1. Responses to each section/subsection/line item in the RFP noting the ability, inability, or limitations on meeting the requirements of that section/subsection/line item
2. Project offering and specific requirements from the proposal

3. Cost Information

[bookmark: Contents_of_Requirements_response_to_Sub]Contents of Requirements Response to Submittals(s)
The proposal should be organized according to the following format and include chapters for each of the following:
· Chapter 1 – Company Overview
· Chapter 2 – Project Approach
· Chapter 3 – Experience, Qualifications, and References
· Chapter 4 – Proposed Cost Forms (in separate electronic file)

The Vendor is responsible for providing adequate support documentation to enable a thorough evaluation of the proposal.
[bookmark: Company_Overview_(Chapter_1)]Company Overview (Chapter 1)
This chapter is comprised, simply, as the company overview.

· Brief history of company and areas of expertise
· Company financials (last three fiscal years)
· Management approach
· Industry innovations or best practices
[bookmark: Executive_Summary_(Chapter_2)]
[bookmark: Assumptions]Assumptions
Please list all assumptions made in preparation of this proposal.

[bookmark: Product_Information_(Chapter_3)]Project Approach (Chapter 2)
[bookmark: Product_Information]Describe proposed approach to evaluating the traffic volumes along Bluffton Parkway between Simmonsville Rd and Red Cedar Street.
[bookmark: Sample_Project]
[bookmark: Maintenance_and_Support_Strategy]Project Timeline
Please describe your proposal and plan to complete within a reasonable time period. Provide a project plan listing by tasks and time schedule.

[bookmark: Training_Strategy]Project Data
Provide description of data collection necessary to complete project along with who would be expected to provide data and any alternatives.
[bookmark: Experience,_Qualifications,_and_Referenc]
Experience, Qualifications, and References (Chapter 3)
[bookmark: Experience_and_Qualifications]
Experience and Qualifications
Describe your experience with traffic studies. In your descriptions of qualifying experience, your response should include project descriptions, and starting and completion dates of projects successfully completed. Projects and Clients referred to should be identified.

Documentation of certifications, authorizations, etc.

[bookmark: Design_Considerations]References
Customer references

[bookmark: Sample_Contracts_(Chapter_5)][bookmark: Pricing_Worksheets_(Chapter_6)]Pricing Worksheets (Chapter 4)
In order to completely understand the proposals submitted, the County requires that the Vendors complete the list of forms located later in the RFP. Electronic copies of the forms are provided to you.
Vendors must provide itemized costs for all products and services. Costs for all products and services proposed should be submitted on the forms provided.
Vendor shall hold firm terms and pricing for at least 12 months from the date of contract award.

Implementation costs and services shall cover all costs, including direct and overhead expenses. Travel, per diem and other miscellaneous costs should be included in this figure. This figure must be broken down as indicated in the format supplied.

Cost worksheets should be electronically transmitted in a separate file, separate from the RFP response.



[bookmark: Sample_Project_Worksheets]INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
(For projects less than $5,000,000)

1. Statutory Workers' Compensation Insurance
(a) Employers Liability:
· Bodily Injury by Accident - $100,000 each accident
· Bodily Injury by Disease  - $500,000 policy limit
· Bodily Injury by Disease  - $100,000 each employee

2. Commercial General Liability Insurance
(a) $1,000,000 limit of liability per occurrence for bodily injury and property damage
(b) The following additional coverage must apply:
· 1986 (or later) ISO Commercial General Liability Form
· Dedicated Limits per Project Site or Location (CG 25 03 or CG 25 04)
· Additional Insured Endorsement (Form B CG 20 10 with a modification for completed operations or a separate endorsement covering Completed Operations)
· Blanket Contractual Liability
· Broad Form Property Damage
· Severability of Interest
· Underground, explosion, and collapse coverage
· Personal Injury (deleting both contractual and employee exclusions)
· Incidental Medical Malpractice
· Hostile Fire Pollution Wording

3. Auto Liability Insurance
(a) $500,000 limit of liability per occurrence for bodily injury and property damage
(b) Comprehensive form covering all owned, non-owned, leased, hired, and borrowed vehicles
(c) Additional Insured Endorsement
(d) Contractual Liability

5. Beaufort County Council must be shown as an additional insured on General Liability and Auto Liability policies.

6. The cancellation should provide 10 days notice for nonpayment and 30 days notice of cancellation.

7. Certificate Holder should read:
Beaufort County Council 
PO Box 1228
Beaufort, SC 29901

8. Insurance Company, except Worker' Compensation carrier, must have an A.M. Best Rating of A-5 or higher. Certain Workers' Comp funds may be acceptable by the approval of the Insurance Unit. European markets including those based in London and domestic surplus lines markets that operate on a non-admitted basis are exempt from this requirement provided that the contractor’s broker/agent can provide financial data to establish that a market is equal to or exceeds the financial strengths associated with the A.M. Best’s rating of A-5 or better.

9. Insurance Company should be licensed to do business by the South Carolina Department of Insurance.
*See above note regarding Professional Liability

10. Certificates of Insurance, and any subsequent renewals, must reference specific bid/contract by project name and project/bid number.
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11. The Contractor shall agree to provide complete certified copies of current insurance policy (ies) or a certified letter from the insurance company (ies) if requested by the County to verify the compliance with these insurance requirements.

12. All insurance coverages required to be provided by the Contractor will be primary over any insurance program carried by the County.

13. Contractor shall incorporate a copy of the insurance requirements as herein provided in each and every subcontract with each and every Subcontractor in any tier, and shall require each and every Subcontractor of any tier to comply with all such requirements. Contractor agrees that if for any reason Subcontractor fails to procure and maintain insurance as required, all such required Insurance shall be procured and maintained by Contractor at Contractor's expense.

14. No Contractor or Subcontractor shall commence any work of any kind under this Contract until all insurance requirements contained in this Contract have been complied with and until evidence of such compliance satisfactory to Beaufort County as to form and content has been filed with Beaufort County. The Acord Certificate of Insurance or a preapproved substitute is the required form in all cases where reference is made to a Certificate of Insurance or an approved substitute.

15. The Contractor shall agree to waive all rights of subrogation against the County, the Council, its officers, officials, employees, and volunteers from losses arising from work performed by the contractor for the County.

16. Special Form Contractors’ Equipment and Contents Insurance covering owned, used, and leased equipment, tools, supplies, and contents required to perform the services called for in the Contract. The coverage must be on a replacement cost basis. The County will be included as a Loss Payee in this coverage for County owned equipment, tools, supplies, and contents.

17. The Contractor shall make available to the County, through its records or records of their insurer, information regarding a specific claim related to any County project. Any loss run information available from the contractor or their insurer relating to a County project will be made available to the county upon their request.

18. Compliance by the Contractor and all subcontractors with the foregoing requirements as to carrying insurance shall not relieve the Contractor and all Subcontractors of their liability provisions of the Contract.

19. The Contractor and all Subcontractors are to comply with the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, Public Law 91-956, and any other laws that may apply to this Contract.

20. The Contractor shall at a minimum apply risk management practices accepted by the contractors’ industry. Surety Bonds (If Required)
All of the surety requirements will stay the same except the Surety Company must have the same rating as item 8 above.
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CONTRACTUAL REQUIREMENTS

1.0	EXCUSABLE DELAY: The Contractor shall not be liable for any excess costs, if the failure to perform the contract arises out of causes beyond the control and without the fault or negligence of the Contractor.  Such causes may include, but are not restricted to, acts of God or of the public enemy, acts of the Government in either its sovereign or contractual capacity, fires, floods, epidemics, quarantine restrictions, strikes, freight embargoes, and unusually severe weather; but in every case the failure to perform must be beyond the control and without the fault or negligence of the Contractor.  If the failure to perform is caused by the default of a subcontractor, and if such default arises out of causes beyond the control of both the Contractor and the subcontractor, and without the fault or negligence of either of them, the Contractor shall not be liable for any excess costs for failure to perform, unless the supplies or services to be furnished by the subcontractor were obtainable from other sources in sufficient time to permit the Contractor to meet the required delivery schedule.

2.0	S.C. LAW CLAUSE: Upon award of a contract under this proposal, the person, partnership, association, or corporation to whom the award is made must comply with local and State laws which require such person or entity to be authorized and/or licensed to do business in Beaufort County.  Notwithstanding the fact that applicable statutes may exempt or exclude the successful offeror from requirements that it be authorized and/or licensed to do business in Beaufort County, by submission of this signed proposal the offeror agrees to subject itself to the jurisdiction and process of the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit Court of Beaufort County, as to all matters and disputes arising or to arise under the contract and the performance thereof including any questions as to the liability for taxes, licenses, or fees levied by State or local government.

3.0	OFFEROR’S QUALIFICATIONS: Offeror must, upon request of the County, furnish satisfactory evidence of their ability to furnish products or services in accordance with the terms and conditions of this proposal.  The Purchasing Department reserves the right to make the final determination as to the offeror’s ability to provide the services requested herein, before entering into any contract.

4.0	OFFEROR RESPONSIBILITY: Each offeror shall fully acquaint himself with conditions relating to the scope and restrictions attending the execution of the work under the conditions of this proposal.  It is expected that this will sometimes require on-site observation.  The failure or omission of an offeror to acquaint himself with existing conditions shall in no way relieve him of any obligation with respect to this proposal or to the contract.

5.0	AFFIRMATIVE ACTION: The Contractor will take affirmative action in complying with all Federal and State requirements concerning fair employment and employment of the handicapped and concerning the treatment of all employees, without regard or discrimination by reason of race, religion, sex, national origin, or physical handicap.

6.0	PRIME CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITIES: The Contractor will be required to assume sole responsibility for the complete effort, as required by this RFP.  The County will consider the Contractor to be the sole point of contact with regard to contractual matters.


7.0	SUBCONTRACTING: If any part of the work covered by this RFP is to be subcontracted, the Contractor shall identify the subcontracting organization and the contractual arrangements made with same.  All subcontractors must be approved, in writing by the County, or when applicable a political subdivision within the County with the County’s concurrence.  The successful offeror will also furnish the corporate or company name and the names of the officers of any subcontractors engaged by the vendor.  The County reserves the right to reject any or all subcontractors and require substitution of a firm qualified to participate in the work as specified herein.

8.0	OWNERSHIP OF MATERIAL: Ownership of all data, material, and documentation originated and prepared for the County pursuant to this contract shall belong exclusively to the County.

9.0	PAYMENT AND PERFORMANCE BOND: The successful Contractor shall furnish, within ten (10) days after written notice of acceptance of proposal, a Payment and Performance Bond.  Contractor shall provide and pay the cost of a Payment and Performance Bond.  The Bond shall be in the amount of one-hundred percent (100%) the annual contract cost, issued by a Surety Company licensed in South Carolina with an “A” minimum rating of performance as stated in the most current publication of “Best’s Key Rating Guide, Property Liability” which shall show a financial strength rating of at least five (5) times the Contract Price.  The Bond shall be accompanied by a “Power of Attorney” authorizing the attorney-in-fact to bind the surety and certified to include the date of the bond.

10.0	NONRESIDENT TAXPAYERS: If the offeror is a South Carolina nonresident taxpayer and the contract amount is $10,000.00 or more, the offeror acknowledges and understands that in the event he is awarded a contract offeror shall submit a Nonresident Taxpayer Registration Affidavit (State form #1-312-6/94), before a contract can be signed.  Affidavit must certify that the nonresident taxpayer is registered with the S.C. Department of Revenue or the S.C. Secretary of State’s Office, in accordance with Section 12-9-310(A)(2)(3) of S.C. Code of Laws (1976) as amended.

11.0	BUSINESS LICENSE:  In accordance with the Beaufort County Business License Ordinance, 99-36, Article III, as enacted November 22, 1999, any business or individual generating income in the unincorporated area of Beaufort County is required to pay an annual license fee and obtain a business license.  The ordinance referenced is available on the Beaufort County website at www.bcgov.net or by calling the Business License Administrator at (843) 255-2270 for a list of schedules.

12.0	ADDITIONAL ELIGIBILITY: Other Beaufort County Public Procurement units shall, at their option, be eligible for use of any contracts awarded pursuant to this Invitation.

13.0	INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS: Prior to commencing work hereunder, Contractor, at his expense, shall furnish insurance certificate showing the certificate holder as Beaufort County, P.O. Drawer 1228, Beaufort, SC 29901-1228, Attention: Purchasing Director and with a special notation naming Beaufort County as an Additional Insured on the liability coverages.  If not otherwise specified, the minimum coverage shall be as follows:

13.1	Worker’s Compensation Insurance - Contractor shall have and maintain, during the life of this contract, Worker’s Compensation Insurance for his employees connected to the work/delivery, in accordance with the Statutes of the State of South Carolina and any applicable laws.

13.2	Commercial General Liability Insurance - Contractor shall have and maintain, during the life of this contract, Commercial General Liability Insurance.  Said Commercial General Liability Policy shall contain Contractual Liability and Products/Completed Operations Liability subject to the following minimum limits: BODILY INJURY of at least $1,000,000 PER PERSON, $1,000,000 PER OCCURRENCE; PROPERTY DAMAGE of at least $1,000,000 PER OCCURRENCE; or BODILY INJURY/PROPERTY DAMAGE of at least $2,000,000 COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT.

13.3	Comprehensive Automobile Liability Insurance - The Contractor shall have and maintain, during the life of this contract, Comprehensive Automobile Liability, including non-owned and hired vehicle, of at least $1,000,000 PER PERSON, $1,000,000 PER OCCURRENCE; PROPERTY DAMAGE of at least $1,000,000 PER OCCURRENCE, or BODILY INJURY/PROPERTY DAMAGE of at least $2,000,000 COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT.

13.4	The required insurance policy at the time of issue must be written by a company licensed to do business in the State of South Carolina and be acceptable to the County.

13.5	The Contractor/vendor shall not cause any insurance to be canceled or permit any insurance to lapse.  All insurance policies shall contain a clause to the effect that the policy shall not be canceled or reduced, restricted or limited until fifteen (15) days after the County has received written notice, as evidenced by return receipt of registered or certified letter.  Certificates of Insurance shall contain transcript from the proper office of the insurer, the location, and the operations to which the insurance applies, the expiration date, and the above-mentioned notice of cancellation clause.

13.6	The information described above sets forth minimum amounts and coverages and is not to be construed in any way as a limitation on the Contractor’s liability.

14.0	INDEMNITY: The Contractor hereby agrees to indemnify and save harmless the County, its officers, agents, and employees from and against any and all liability, claims, demands, damages, fines, fees, expenses, penalties, suits, proceedings, actions and cost of actions, including attorney’s fees for trial and on appeal of any kind and nature arising or growing out of or in any way connected with the performance of the Agreement, whether by act of omissions of the Contractor, its agents, servants, employees or others, or because of or due to the mere existence of the Agreement between the parties.

15.0	TERMINATION FOR DEFAULT:  

15.1	The performance of Work under the Agreement may be terminated by the Purchasing Director, in accordance with this clause, in whole or in part, in writing, whenever the Director of Purchasing shall determine that the Contractor has failed to meet the performance requirements of this Agreement.

15.2	The Purchasing Director has the right to terminate for default, if the Contractor fails to make delivery of the supplies or perform the Work, or if the Contractor fails to perform the Work within the time specified in the Agreement, or if the Contractor fails to perform any other provisions of the Agreement.

16.0	TERMINATION FOR CONVENIENCE: The County may without cause terminate this contract in whole or in part at any time for its convenience.  In such instance, an adjustment shall be made to the Contractor, for the reasonable costs of the work performed through the date of termination.  Termination costs do not include lost profits, consequential damages, delay damages, unabsorbed or under absorbed overhead of the Contractor or its subcontractors, and/or failure to include termination for convenience clause into its subcontracts and material purchase orders shall not expose the County to liability for lost profits in conjunction with a termination for convenience settlement or equitable adjustment. Contractor expressly waives any claims for lost profit or consequential damages, delay damages, or indirect costs which may arise from the County’s election to terminate this contract in whole or in part for its convenience.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

1.0	INTENT TO PERFORM: It is the intent and purpose of Beaufort County that this request permits competition.  It shall be the offeror’s responsibility to advise the Purchasing Department if any language, requirements, etc., or any combinations thereof inadvertently restricts or limits the requirements stated in this RFP to a single source.  Such notification must be submitted in writing and must be received by the Purchasing Department not later than ten (10) days prior to the proposal closing date.  A review of such notifications will be made.

2.0	RECEIPT OF PROPOSAL: Proposals, amendments thereto, or withdrawal requests received after the time advertised for proposal closing will be void, regardless of when they were mailed.

3.0	PREPARATION OF PROPOSAL  
  
3.1	All proposals should be complete and carefully worded and must convey all of the information requested by the County.  If significant errors are found in the offeror’s proposal, or if the proposal fails to conform to the essential requirements of the RFP, the County and the County alone will be the judge as to whether that variance is significant enough to reject the proposal.

3.2	Proposals should be prepared simply and economically, providing a straightforward, concise description of offeror’s capabilities to satisfy the requirements of the RFP.  Emphasis should be on completeness and clarity of content.

3.3	Each copy of the proposal should be bound in a single volume where practical.  All documentation submitted with the proposal should be bound in that single volume.

3.4	If your proposal includes any comment over and above the specific information requested in our Request for Proposal (RFP), you are to include this information as a separate appendix to your proposal.

4.0	AMENDMENTS: If it becomes necessary to revise any part of the RFP, an amendment will be provided to all offerors who received the original Request for Proposal.  The County shall not be legally bound by an amendment or interpretation that is not in writing.

5.0	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Offerors requiring additional information may submit their questions, in writing to the Purchasing Department.  Answers to questions received that should change and/or clarify this solicitation will be provided in writing to all offerors via an amendment.

6.0	ORAL PRESENTATION/DISCUSSIONS: Any offeror or all offerors may be requested to make an oral presentation of their proposal to the County, after the proposal opening.  Discussions may be conducted with responsible offerors, who submit proposals determined to be reasonably susceptible of being selected for award for the purpose of clarification to assure full understanding of and responsiveness to the solicitation requirement.

Offerors shall be accorded fair and equal treatment with respect to any opportunity for discussions and revision of proposals, and such revisions may be permitted after submissions and prior to award, for the purpose of obtaining best and final offers.  The purpose of these presentations/discussions will be to:

6.1	Determine in greater detail such offeror’s qualifications.

6.2	Explore with the offeror the scope and nature of the project, the offeror’s proposed method of performance, and the relative utility of alternative methods of approach.

6.3	Determine that the offeror will make available the necessary personnel and facilities to perform within the required time.

6.4	Agree upon fair and reasonable compensation, taking into account the estimated value of the required services/equipment, the scope and complexity of proposed project, and nature of such services/equipment.

7.0	FUNDING: The offeror shall agree that funds expended for the purposes of the contact must be appropriated by the County Council for each fiscal year included within the contract period.  Therefore, the contract shall automatically terminate without penalty or termination costs if such funds are not appropriated.  In the event that funds are not appropriated for the contract, the offeror shall not prohibit or otherwise limit the County’s right to pursue and contract for alternate solutions and remedies, as deemed necessary by the County for the conduct of its affairs.  The requirements stated in this paragraph shall apply to any amendment or the execution of any option to extend the contract.

8.0	AWARD: An award resulting from this request shall be awarded to the responsive and responsible offeror whose proposal is determined to be most advantageous to the County, taking into consideration price and the evaluation factors set forth herein; however, the right is reserved to reject any and all proposals received, and in all cases the County will be the sole judge as to whether an offeror’s proposal has or has not satisfactorily met the requirements of this RFP.

9.0	PUBLIC ACCESS TO PROCUREMENT INFORMATION: No such documents or other documents relating to this procurement will be presented or made otherwise available to any other person, agency, or organization until after award.  Commercial or financial information obtained in response to this RFP, which is privileged and confidential, will not be disclosed.  Such privileged and confidential information includes information which, if disclosed, might cause harm to the competitive position of the offeror supplying the information.  All offerors, therefore, must visibly mark as “Confidential” each part of their proposal, which they consider to contain proprietary information.

10.0	DEVIATIONS: Any deviations from the requirements of this RFP must be listed separately and identified as such in the table of contents.
11.0 	ALTERNATES: Innovative alternative proposals are encouraged, provided however, that they are clearly identified as such and all deviations from the primary proposal are listed.

12.0	GRATUITIES: It shall be unethical for any person to offer, or give, or agree to give any County employee or former County employee; or for any County employee or former County employee to solicit, demand, accept, or agree to accept from another person a gratuity or an offer of employment in connection with any decision, approval, disapproval, recommendation, or preparation of any part of a program requirement or a purchase request, influencing the content of any specification or procurement standard, rendering of advice, investigation, auditing, or in any other advisory capacity in any proceeding or application, request for ruling, determination, claim or controversy, or other particular matter pertaining to any program requirement, or a contract or subcontract, or to any solicitation or proposal therefore.

13.0	KICKBACKS: It shall be unethical for any payment, gratuity, or offer of employment to be made by or on behalf of a subcontractor under a contract to the prime contractor or higher tier subcontractor, or any person associated therewith, as an inducement for the award of a subcontractor order.

14.0	PROTEST PROCEDURES

14.1	Right to Protest:  Any actual or prospective proposer, offeror, or contractor who is aggrieved, in connection with the solicitation or award of a contract, may protest to the Purchasing Director.  The protest shall be submitted in writing fourteen (14) days after such aggrieved person knows or should have known of the facts giving rise thereto.  The protest must be accompanied by a detailed statement, indicating the reasons for such protest.

14.2	Authority to Resolve Protest:  The Purchasing Director shall have authority, prior to the commencement of an action in court concerning the controversy, to settle and resolve a protest of an aggrieved proposer, offeror, or contractor; actual or prospective, concerning the solicitation or award of a contract.

14.3	Decision:  If the protest is not resolved by mutual agreement, the Purchasing Director shall issue a decision, in writing within ten (10) days.  The decision shall,

14.3.1	State the reasons for the action taken; and

14.3.2	Inform the protestant of its right to administrative review as provided in this Section.

14.4	Notice of Decision:  A decision under Subsection (3) of this Section shall be mailed or otherwise furnished immediately to the protestant and any other party intervening.
14.5	Finality of Decision:   A decision under Subsection (3) of this Section shall be final and conclusive, unless fraudulent, or

14.5.1	Any person adversely affected by the decision appeals administratively, within ten (10) days after receipt of decision under Subsection (3) to the County Council in accordance with this Section.

14.5.2	Any protest taken to the County Council or court shall be subject to the protestant paying all administrative costs, attorney fees, and court costs when it is determined that the protest is without standing.

15.0 CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, INELIGIBILITY, AND VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION:  The contractor certifies, by submission of this document or acceptance of a contract, that neither it nor its principals is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any State, Federal department or agency.  It further agrees by submitting this qualification statement that it will include this clause without modification in all lower tier transactions, solicitations, proposals, contracts, and subcontracts.  Where the bidder/contractor or any lower tier participant is unable to certify this statement, it shall attach an explanation to this solicitation/bid.
	
	State whether or not your company has been involved in any litigation within the past five (5) years arising out of your performance by circling YES or NO.



[bookmark: Pricing_Worksheets_System_Components][bookmark: Services][bookmark: Maintenance]Proposer declares that the proposal is not made in connection with any other proposer submitting a proposal for the same commodity or commodities, and that the proposal is bona fide and is in all respects fair and without collusion or fraud. Each proposer, if included in proposal documents, shall execute an affidavit of non-collusion. Collusion and fraud in proposal preparation shall be reported to the State of South Carolina Attorney General and the United States Justice Department.

Certification of Non-Collusion in Proposal Preparation _________________________________________________________
		(Signature)				(Date)

In compliance with the attached specifications, the undersigned offers and agrees, if this proposal is accepted by the Beaufort County Council, within one hundred and twenty (120) days of the date of proposal opening, to furnish any or all of the items upon which prices are proposed within the time specified in the cost/fee schedule.

Legal Business Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
(If your company is an LLC, you must identify all principals to include addresses and phone numbers in your submittal)

Federal Tax ID ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does your company currently have a location within Beaufort County? Yes	No
Representative Signature _________________________________________________________________________________________

Print Authorized Representative's Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number ___________________________________	Fax Number _____________________________________

E-M ail Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________






















	


References
Beaufort County requests a minimum of three (3) references of work similar in size and scope as that requested. Each reference should include the project name, location, description (size and characteristics), date of completion, and a contact person, complete with phone number, address and email address. Additional references can be provided if desired.
1. Project Name:  	

Location:  	

Project Description (size and characteristics) 	







Date of Completion (Was the project completed on time):  	

Contact Person: 	

Address: 	

County Sate Zip : 	

Phone Number: 	

Email Address: 	

2. Project Name:  	

Location:  	

Project Description (size and characteristics) 	







Date of Completion (Was the project completed on time):  	

Contact Person: 	

Address: 	

County Sate Zip : 	

Phone Number: 	

Email Address: 	





3. Project Name:  	

Location:  	

Project Description (size and characteristics) 	







Date of Completion (Was the project completed on time):  	

Contact Person: 	

Address: 	

County Sate Zip : 	

Phone Number: 	

Email Address: 	








COUNTY COUNCIL OF BEAUFORT COUNTY
Title VI Statement to Prime Contractors, Subcontractors, Architects, Engineers, and Consultants

[image: ]

It is the policy of the County Council of Beaufort County, South Carolina, hereafter referred to as “Beaufort County” or “the County”, to comply with Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title VI) and its related statutes.  To this end, Beaufort County gives notice to all Prime Contractors, Subcontractors, Architects, Engineers, and Consultants that the County assures full compliance with Title VI and its related statues in all programs, activities, and contracts.  It is the policy of Beaufort County that no person shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefit of, or subjected to discrimination under any of its programs, activities, or contracts on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability, religion, or language regardless of whether those programs and activities are Federally funded or not.

Pursuant to Title VI requirements,  	any entity that enters into a contract with Beaufort County including, but not limited to Prime Contractors, Subcontractors, Architects, Engineers, and Consultants, may not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability, religion, or language in their selection and retention of first-tier subcontractors, and first-tier subcontractors may not discriminate in their election and retention of second-tier subcontractors, including those who supply materials and/or lease equipment.  Further, Contractors may not discriminate in their employment practices in connection with highway construction projects or other projects assisted by the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) and/or the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

In all solicitations either by competitive bidding or negotiation made by the Contractor for work to Beaufort County to be performed under a subcontract, including procurements of materials or leases of equipment, each potential subcontractor or supplier shall be notified by the Contractor of the Contractor's obligations under the contract and the Title VI regulations relative to nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability, religion, or language by providing such a statement in its bidding and contract documents.

Upon request, the Contractor shall provide all information and reports required by Title VI requirements issued pursuant thereto, and shall permit access to its books, records, accounts and other sources of information, and its facilities as may be determined by Beaufort County, USDOT, and/or FHWA to be pertinent to ascertain compliance with such regulations, orders, and instructions.  Where any information required of a Contractor is in the exclusive possession of another who fails or refuses to furnish this information, the Contractor shall so certify to USDOT or FHWA, as appropriate and via Beaufort County, and shall set forth what efforts it has made to obtain the information.  In the event of the Contractor's non-compliance with nondiscrimination provisions of this contract, USDOT may impose such contract sanctions as it or FHWA may determine to be appropriate, including, but not limited to:

· Withholding of payments to the Contractor under the contract until the Contractor complies, and/or
· Cancellation, termination, or suspension of the contract, in whole or in part.

In the event a Contractor becomes involved in, or is threatened with, litigation with a subcontractor or supplier as a result of this direction to comply with Title VI, the Contractor may request USDOT to enter into such litigation to protect the interests of USDOT and FHWA.  Additionally, the Contractor may request the United States to enter into such litigation to protect the interests of the United States.

Any person or Subcontractor who believes that they have been subjected to an unlawful discriminatory practice under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint within one hundred eighty (180) days following the alleged discriminatory action. Any such complaint must be filed in writing or in person:


Beaufort County Government
Post Office Drawer 1228  Beaufort, SC 29901-1228 
843-255-2354 Telephone  E-mail: compliance@bcgov.net
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