NOTICE TO CONSULTANT ENGINEERS REGARDING A REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
AND LETTERS OF INTEREST

September 15, 2022

The City of Knoxville, an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer, seeks to retain the
services of a professional consultant engineering firm to provide construction engineering and
inspection (CEI) services for CIPP IV project around the City of Knoxville.

Project Description

This project will consist of the rehabilitation of approximately 2000 linear feet of drainage pipes in
various lengths, diameters, depths, and locations using the cured-in-place pipe (CIPP) method,
with a possible spin cast rehabilitation option for larger diameter pipes.

Required Scope of Services

This scope of work will include construction and liner installation inspections, materials testing
including CIPP samples, and administrative assistance.

Schedule for Evaluation
* Question deadline: Prospective respondents may submit questions no later than
September 29, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time. All questions must be e-mailed to Penny
Owens at powens@knoxvilletn.gov
» Letters of Interest due October 6, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. eastern time
* Final selection of highest ranked firm by October 14, 2022

All letters of interest must be received on or before 11:00:00 Eastern Time Thursday, October 6,
2022. The letter of interest and qualifications shall indicate the scope of services to be completed
by any sub-consultants.

Each letter of interest must be submitted as follows:

Instructions to Submitting Entities

All submissions of qualifications shall comply with the following instructions. These instructions
ensure that (1) submissions contain the information and documents required by the City RFQ);
and (2) the submissions have a degree of uniformity to facilitate evaluation.

Submission forms and RFQ documentation may be obtained on or after September 15, 2022, at
no charge from:

City of Knoxville Purchasing Division
City/County Building

400 Main Street, Room 667
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. (Eastern Time), Monday through Friday or by calling 865-215-
2070. Forms and RFQ information are also available on the City web site at



www.knoxvilletn.gov/purchasing where it can be read or printed using Adobe Acrobat Reader
software.

Submission Information

Option 1 - Electronic Submission Procedures. Electronic submissions shall be submitted online
through the City’s Procurement website. DO NOT EMAIL YOUR SUBMISSION. All
proposers/bidders must register as a vendor in order to submit an electronic file.

Step One: Register as a City of Knoxville vendor (Vendors are encouraged to complete
this step now to ensure seamless submission process prior to deadline.) To register as a
vendor: Visit the website at www.knoxvilletn.gov/purchasing Click the “Vendor
Registration” tab; then “Click here to register as a City of Knoxville Vendor” Follow the
prompts to complete online registration. Note: You will be asked for a PIN. This PIN will
be emailed to you and may be sent to your spam or junk folder.

DO NOT WAIT UNTIL SUBMISSION DEADLINE TO REGISTER AS A VENDOR. The
electronic submission link will be disabled at 11:00:00 a.m. Eastern time. Vendors will
not have the ability to submit any electronic files once the deadline has passed and the
City will accept no late submissions.

Step Two: Submit all materials electronically as one (1) file to City’s Procurement
website PRIOR to 11:00:00 a.m. (Eastern Time) on October 6, 2022. To submit
electronic file: Visit the procurement website at www.knoxvilletn.gov/bids Click “LOI - CEI
Services for CIPP |V Project”, Click “Submit Bid” (red button located at top of screen)
Follow the prompts to upload and submit electronic file. The City prefers only one (1) bid
file per submission. Files MUST use the following naming convention, listing the firm’s
name followed by the title of the project. Example: “ABC Company-CIPP IV Project CEI
— Letters of Interest.pdf.” Should you need to merge multiple documents into one PDF
please utilize Google to download a free software intended for merging pdf documents.

Option 2 - Hard Copy Submission Procedures: Proposals shall include one original and one
electronic copy of the proposal (.pdf format on CD or USB drive only—mark the storage device
with the company name); the electronic version shall be an exact duplicate of the original, and
the electronic version will be the official document exhibited in the contract. Electronic
submissions must be included with the sealed submissions; do not email your submission.

IMPORTANT NOTE: The original hard copy submitted proposal must bear an original
signature, signed in ink (duplicated signatures substituted for original ink signatures
may result in rejection of the proposals). The signature must be entered above the typed or
printed name and title of the signer. All proposals must be signed by an officer of the company
authorized to bind the firm to a contract.

Proposals will be received until 11:00:00 a.m. (Eastern Time) on October 26, 2022. Each
proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope addressed to:

City of Knoxville Purchasing Division
City/County Building

400 Main Street, Room 667
Knoxville, TN 37902


http://www.knoxvilletn.gov/purchasing
file://///KNOXLAN/Purchasing/Common/PURCHASING%20DOCUMENTS%20AND%20TEMPLATES/ITB%20Template/www.knoxvilletn.gov/purchasing
file://///KNOXLAN/Purchasing/Common/PURCHASING%20DOCUMENTS%20AND%20TEMPLATES/ITB%20Template/www.knoxvilletn.gov/bids

IMPORTANT NOTE: Each mailing envelope or carton containing a proposal or multiple
copies of the proposal must be sealed and plainly marked on the outside “LOI - CEI
Services for CIPP IV Project.”

Proposers are reminded that the Purchasing Division receives many bids and proposals for any
number of solicitations; unlabeled submissions are extremely difficult to match to their
appropriate solicitations and therefore may be rejected.

Any proposals received after the time and date on the cover sheet will not be considered. It shall
be the sole responsibility of the submitting entity to have the proposal delivered to the City of
Knoxville Purchasing Division on or before that date.

Late proposals will not be considered. Proposals that arrive late due to the fault of United States
Postal Service, United Parcel Service, DHL, FEDEX, any delivery/courier service, any other
carrier of any sort or any delays caused by electronic transmission or technical issues are still
considered late and shall not be accepted by the City. Such proposals shall remain unopened
and will be returned to the submitting entity upon request.

Evaluation. The City of Knoxville will evaluate the firms on the following criteria (relative weight):

Firms Qualifications and Experience on Similar Contracts. The firm(s) involved should
be able to cite projects of similar scope and size that have been successfully completed,
and that have involved team members identified in the submittal in order to demonstrate
success in project management. This includes evidence of good communication with all
involved parties, a record of working successfully with clients and regulatory agencies,
including permitting, use of creative problem solving, and the ability to manage staff,
budgets, and timelines in order to meet project goals and minimize the necessity for project
change orders (30%).

Project Approach/Methodology. Describe in detail how this project will be approached.
Describe any innovative or progressive approach that would be used in this project. Clearly
show why the firm(s) should be superior to other proposing firms in the delivery of the scope
of services (25%).

Key Project Personal Qualifications & Experience. Respondents should clearly identify
the principal-in-charge and include in that person’s qualifications a description of project
management expertise. Additionally, the names of persons, their respective titles/roles,
appropriate certifications, vitae, and dedication of time should be provided for any team
member playing a significant role in the project (25%).

Firms Availability. List location of key staff and their ability to meet with City personnel or
conduct site visits as required (20%).

The consultant evaluation committee holds the ability to conduct interviews based on scoring if
they deem further evaluation is required.

FEDERAL FUNDING. This project will utilize funding from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
and the following clauses are hereby included in this solicitation and any resulting contract:

Termination. The City may terminate this Agreement at any time, with or without cause, by written
notice of termination to the Contractor.



If the City terminates this Agreement, and such termination is not a result of a default by the
Contractor, the Contractor shall be entitled to receive as its sole and exclusive remedy the
following amounts from the City, and the City shall have no further or other obligations to the
Contractor: the amount due to the Contractor for work executed through the date of termination,
not including any future fees, profits, or other compensation or payments which the Contractor
would have been entitled to receive if this Agreement had not been terminated.

The City may, by written notice of default to the Contractor, terminate the whole or any part of this
Agreement if the Contractor fails to perform any provisions of this Agreement and does not cure
such failure within a period of ten (10) days (or such longer period as the Purchasing Agent may
authorize in writing) after receipt of said notice from the Purchasing Agent specifying such failure.
If this Agreement is terminated in whole or in part for default, the City may procure, upon such
terms and in such manner as the Purchasing Agent may deem appropriate, supplies or services
similar to those terminated.

Indemnification and Hold Harmless. The successful proposer will be required to sign a contract
with the City which contains the following indemnification clause. This indemnification clause will
not be altered in any way. Failure to agree with this indemnification clause in the contract may
result in the City moving to the next responsible responsive proposer.

Contractor shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City, its officers, employees and agents
from any and all liabilities which may accrue against the City, its officers, employees and agents
or any third party for any and all lawsuits, claims, demands, losses or damages alleged to have
arisen from an act or omission of Contractor in performance of this Agreement or from
Contractor's failure to perform this Agreement using ordinary care and skill, except where such
injury, damage, or loss was caused by the sole negligence of the City, its agents or employees.
The amount and type of insurance coverage requirements set forth in this Agreement will in no
way be construed as limiting the scope of the indemnity in this section.

Contractor shall save, indemnify and hold the City harmless from the cost of the defense of any
claim, demand, suit or cause of action made or brought against the City alleging liability
referenced above, including, but not limited to, costs, fees, attorney fees, and other expenses of
any kind whatsoever arising in connection with the defense of the City; and Contractor shall
assume and take over the defense of the City in any such claim, demand, suit, or cause of action
upon written notice and demand for same by the City. Contractor will have the right to defend the
City with counsel of its choice that is satisfactory to the City, and the City will provide reasonable
cooperation in the defense as Contractor may request. Contractor will not consent to the entry of
any judgment or enter into any settlement with respect to an indemnified claim without the prior
written consent of the City, such consent not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed. The City
shall have the right to participate in the defense against the indemnified claims with counsel of its
choice at its own expense.

Contractor shall save, indemnify and hold City harmless and pay judgments that shall be rendered
in any such actions, suits, claims or demands against City alleging liability referenced above.

The indemnification and hold harmless provisions of this Agreement shall survive termination of
the Agreement.

Equal Employment Opportunity. During the performance of this contract, the contractor agrees
as follows;



1. The contractor will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment
because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin.
The contractor will take affirmative action to ensure that applicants are employed, and that
employees are treated during employment without regard to their race, color, religion, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin. Such action shall include, but not be
limited to the following:

Employment, upgrading, demotion, or transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or
termination; rates of pay or other forms of compensation; and selection for training, including
apprenticeship. The contractor agrees to post in conspicuous places, available to employees and
applicants for employment, notices to be provided setting forth the provisions of this
nondiscrimination clause.

2. The contractor will, in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or on
behalf of the contractor, state that all qualified applicants will receive consideration for
employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
or national origin.

3. The contractor will not discharge or in any other manner discriminate against any
employee or applicant for employment because such employee or applicant has inquired
about, discussed, or disclosed the compensation of the employee or applicant or another
employee or applicant. This provision shall not apply to instances in which an employee
who has access to the compensation information of other employees or applicants as a
part of such employee's essential job functions discloses the compensation of such other
employees or applicants to individuals who do not otherwise have access to such
information, unless such disclosure is in response to a formal complaint or charge, in
furtherance of an investigation, proceeding, hearing, or action, including an investigation
conducted by the employer, or is consistent with the contractor's legal duty to furnish
information.

4. The contractor will send to each labor union or representative of workers with which he
has a collective bargaining agreement or other contract or understanding, a notice to be
provided advising the said labor union or workers' representatives of the contractor's
commitments under this section, and shall post copies of the notice in conspicuous places
available to employees and applicants for employment.

5. The contractor will comply with all provisions of Executive Order 11246 of September 24,
1965, and of the rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor.

6. The contractor will furnish all information and reports required by Executive Order 11246
of September 24, 1965, and by rules, regulations, and orders of the Secretary of Labor,
or pursuant thereto, and will permit access to his books, records, and accounts by the
administering agency and the Secretary of Labor for purposes of investigation to ascertain
compliance with such rules, regulations, and orders.

7. In the event of the contractor's noncompliance with the nondiscrimination clauses of this
contract or with any of the said rules, regulations, or orders, this contract may be canceled,
terminated, or suspended in whole or in part and the contractor may be declared ineligible
for further Government contracts or federally assisted construction contracts in
accordance with procedures authorized in Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965,
and such other sanctions may be imposed and remedies invoked as provided in Executive



Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, or by rule, regulation, or order of the Secretary of
Labor, or as otherwise provided by law.

8. The contractor will include the portion of the sentence immediately preceding paragraph
(1) and the provisions of paragraphs (1) through (8) in every subcontract or purchase order
unless exempted by rules, regulations, or orders of the Secretary of Labor issued pursuant
to section 204 of Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, so that such provisions
will be binding upon each subcontractor or vendor. The contractor will take such action
with respect to any subcontract or purchase order as the administering agency may direct
as a means of enforcing such provisions, including sanctions for noncompliance.

Provided, however, that in the event a contractor becomes involved in, or is threatened with,
litigation with a subcontractor or vendor as a result of such direction by the administering agency,
the contractor may request the United States to enter into such litigation to protect the interests
of the United States.

The applicant further agrees that it will be bound by the above equal opportunity clause with
respect to its own employment practices when it participates in federally assisted construction
work: Provided, That if the applicant so participating is a State or local government, the above
equal opportunity clause is not applicable to any agency, instrumentality or subdivision of such
government which does not participate in work on or under the contract.

The applicant agrees that it will assist and cooperate actively with the administering agency and
the Secretary of Labor in obtaining the compliance of contractors and subcontractors with the
equal opportunity clause and the rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor,
that it will furnish the administering agency and the Secretary of Labor such information as they
may require for the supervision of such compliance, and that it will otherwise assist the
administering agency in the discharge of the agency's primary responsibility for securing
compliance.

The applicant further agrees that it will refrain from entering into any contract or contract
modification subject to Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, with a contractor debarred
from, or who has not demonstrated eligibility for, Government contracts and federally assisted
construction contracts pursuant to the Executive Order and will carry out such sanctions and
penalties for violation of the equal opportunity clause as may be imposed upon contractors and
subcontractors by the administering agency or the Secretary of Labor pursuant to Part I, Subpart
D of the Executive Order. In addition, the applicant agrees that if it fails or refuses to comply with
these undertakings, the administering agency may take any or all of the following actions: Cancel,
terminate, or suspend in whole or in part this grant (contract, loan, insurance, guarantee); refrain
from extending any further assistance to the applicant under the program with respect to which
the failure or refund occurred until satisfactory assurance of future compliance has been received
from such applicant; and refer the case to the Department of Justice for appropriate legal
proceedings.

Clean Air Act and Federal Water Pollution Control Act. The Contractor shall comply with all
applicable standards, orders, or requirements issued pursuant to the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C.
7401-7671q) and the Federal Water Pollution Control Act as amended (33 U.S.C. 1251-1387).
Violations must be reported to the Federal awarding agency and the Regional Office of the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Debarment and Suspension.



1. This contract is a covered transaction for purposes of 2 C.F.R. pt. 180 and 2 C.F.R. pt.
3000. As such, the contractor is required to verify that none of the contractor’s principals
(defined at 2 C.F.R. 8 180.995) or its affiliates (defined at 2 C.F.R. § 180.905) are excluded
(defined at 2 C.F.R. § 180.940) or disqualified (defined at 2 C.F.R. § 180.935).

2. The contractor must comply with 2 C.F.R. pt. 180, subpart C and2 C.F.R. pt. 3000, subpart
C, and must include a requirement to comply with these regulations in any lower tier
covered transaction it enters into. As such, the Contractor shall verify that its principals,
affiliates, and subcontractors are eligible to participate in this federally funded contract and
are not presently declared by any Federal department or agency to be:

a. Debarred from participation in any federally assisted Award,

Suspended from participation in any federally assisted Award,

Proposed for debarment from participation in any federally assisted Award;

Declared ineligible to participate in any federally assisted Award;

Voluntarily excluded from patrticipation in any federally assisted Award; or

f. Disqualified from participation in any federally assisted Award.

3. By signing and submitting its bid, proposal, or contract, the bidder, proposer, or contractor
certifies as follows:

a. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact replied upon by
the City of Knoxville. If it is later determined by the City of Knoxville that the bidder
or proposer knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to remedies
available to the City of Knoxville, the Federal Government may pursue available
remedies, including but not limited to suspension and/or debarment. The bidder,
proposer, or awardee agrees to comply with the requirements of 2 CFR pt. 180
and 2 CFR pt. 3000 while this offer is valid and throughout the contract period. The
bidder, proposer, or contractor further agrees to include a provision requiring such
compliance in its resulting subcontracts or subrecipient agreements.

®ooo

Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment, 31 U.S.C § 1352 (as amended). Contractors who apply or
bid for an award of $100,000 or more shall file the required Certification Regarding Lobbying.
Each tier certifies to the tier above that it will not and has not used Federal appropriated funds to
pay any person or organization for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee
of any agency, a Member of Congress, officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a
Member of Congress in connection with obtaining any Federal contract, grant, or any other award
covered by 31 U.S.C. § 1352. Each tier shall also disclose any lobbying with non-Federal funds
that takes place in connection with obtaining any Federal award. Such disclosures are forwarded
from tier to tier up to the recipient who in turn will forward the certification(s) to the awarding
agency.

Recovered Materials. In the performance of this contract, the Contractor shall make maximum
use of products containing recovered materials that are EPA-designated items unless the product
cannot be acquired:

1. Competitively within a timeframe providing for compliance with the contract performance
schedule;

2. Meeting contract performance requirements; or

3. At areasonable price.



Information about this requirement, along with the list of EPA-designated items, is available at
EPA’s Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines web site,
https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-procurement-guideline-cpg-program.

The Contractor also agrees to comply with all other applicable requirements of Section 6002 of
the Solid Waste Disposal Act.

Prohibition on certain telecommunications and video surveillance services or equipment.
Recipients and subrecipients are prohibited from obligating or expending loan or grant funds to:

1. Procure or obtain;

2. Extend or renew a contract to procure or obtain; or

3. Enter into a contract (or extend or renew a contract) to procure or obtain equipment,
services, or systems that uses covered telecommunications equipment or services as a
substantial or essential component of any system, or as critical technology as part of any
system. As described in Public Law 115-232, section 889, covered telecommunications
equipment is telecommunications equipment produced by Huawei Technologies
Company or ZTE Corporation (or any subsidiary or affiliate of such entities).

a. Forthe purpose of public safety, security of government facilities, physical security
surveillance of critical infrastructure, and other national security purposes, video
surveillance and telecommunications equipment produced by Hytera
Communications Corporation, Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology Company,
or Dahua Technology Company (or any subsidiary or affiliate of such entities).

b. Telecommunications or video surveillance services provided by such entities or
using such equipment.

c. Telecommunications or video surveillance equipment or services produced or
provided by an entity that the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the
Director of the National Intelligence or the Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, reasonably believes to be an entity owned or controlled by, or
otherwise connected to, the government of a covered foreign country.

In implementing the prohibition under Public Law 115-232, section 889, subsection (f), paragraph
(1), heads of executive agencies administering loan, grant, or subsidy programs shall prioritize
available funding and technical support to assist affected businesses, institutions and
organizations as is reasonably necessary for those affected entities to transition from covered
communications equipment and services, to procure replacement equipment and services, and
to ensure that communications service to users and customers is sustained.

Domestic preferences for procurements. To the greatest extent practicable under a Federal
award, contractor shall provide a preference for the purchase, acquisition, or use of goods,
products, or materials produced in the United States (including but not limited to iron, aluminum,
steel, cement, and other manufactured products). For the purposes of this clause,

a. “Produced in the United States” means, for iron and steel products, that all manufacturing
processes, from the initial melting stage through the application of coatings, occurred in
the United States. “

“Manufactured products” means items and construction materials composed in whole or in part
of non-ferrous metals such as aluminum; plastics and polymer-based products such as polyvinyl
chloride pipe; aggregates such as concrete; glass, including optical fiber; and lumber.


https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-procurement-guideline-cpg-program

CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of Congress,
an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding
of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of
any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any
Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing
or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or
employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract,
grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL,
“Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.

3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all
subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative
agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was
made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction
imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject
to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

The Contractor, , certifies or affirms the truthfulness and
accuracy of each statement of its certification and disclosure, if any. In addition, the Contractor understands and
agrees that the provisions of 31 U.S.C.Chap. 38, Administrative Remedies for False Claims and Statements, apply to
this certification and disclosure, if any.

Signature Title

Printed Name Date
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