








































            United States Department of the Interior 
 
                            FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
                                         176 Croghan Spur Road, Suite 200 

                     Charleston, South Carolina 29407 
 

 
 

 

June 8, 2022 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Joseph Inman 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region IV 
3005 Chamblee Tucker Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341-4112 
  
Re:  South Pawleys Island Parking Lot Walkover 
 Georgetown County, South Carolina 
 FWS Project Code: 2022-0041988 
 
Dear Mr. Inman: 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed your May 12, 2022, letter requesting 
to initiate formal consultation for the Town of Pawleys Island.  These comments are submitted in 
accordance with provisions of section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 
1531-1543) (ESA).   
 
The proposed project involves demolition of the existing beach walkover and construction of a 
new Americans with Disabilities Act compliant beach walkover within an expansion of the 
existing footprint.  The walkover is located at the parking lot on the southernmost section of 
Pawleys Island.  The project will take approximately one week to complete, but a start date has 
not been determined.  
 
Habitat for three listed species occurs within or adjacent to the project area.  Nesting loggerhead 
sea turtles (Caretta caretta), nonbreeding piping plovers (Charadrius melodus), and nonbreeding 
rufa red knots (Calidris canutus rufa) are known to occur within or adjacent to the area.  
Seabeach amaranth (Amaranthus pumilus) and nesting green (Chelonia mydas), leatherback 
(Dermochelys coriacea), and Kemp’s ridley (Lepidochelys kempii) sea turtles are possible within 
the project area although occurrences are rare.  The sea turtle nesting season is May 1 through 
October 31.  Females come ashore to nest May 1 through August 15 and hatchlings emerge July 
15 through October 31.  The nonbreeding season for piping plovers and red knots, which 
includes winter and fall and spring migration, is July 15 through May 15.  Seabeach amaranth, 
when present, is most easily identified July through October.   
 
The contractor for the Town of Pawleys Island needs to coordinate any work scheduled during 
the sea turtle nesting season with Ms. Michelle Pate, the Marine Turtle Conservation Program 
Coordinator for the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.  She can be reached at 



pates@dnr.sc.gov.  Any work scheduled during the sea turtle nesting season must be limited to 
daylight hours only.  If vehicles need to access the beach for construction, they must wait until 
the daily sea turtle survey within and adjacent to the project area is complete.  
 
Your agency has made a determination of may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect for the 
piping plover (Charadrius melodus), rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa), loggerhead sea turtle 
(Caretta caretta), green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas), leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys 
coriacea), and Kemp’s ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempii), and seabeach amaranth 
(Amaranthus pumilus).  The Service concurs with this determination and satisfies all 
requirements under section 7 of the ESA.  Please note that obligations under section 7 of the 
ESA must be reconsidered if: (1) new information reveals impacts of this identified action that 
may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner not previously considered; (2) this action 
is subsequently modified in a manner, which was not considered in this assessment; or (3) a new 
species is listed, or critical habitat is determined that may be affected by the identified action. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about this consultation or the consultation process in 
general, please feel free to contact Ms. Melissa Chaplin of my staff at (843) 300-0427 or by 
email: melissa_chaplin@fws.gov.  In future correspondence concerning the project, please 
reference FWS Project Code: 2022-0041988. 
 
 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Thomas D. McCoy 
Field Supervisor 

 
TDM/MKC 
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